
 

We will have a booth at the North Fair Oaks Community Festival: 
Sunday, August 17, 11:00am-6:00pm, 

on Middlefield Road, between 1st Avenue and 5th Avenue, 
in Redwood City 

 

LWVSSMC to Participate in North Fair Oaks Community Festival 
For the first time, our League will have a booth at the North Fair Oaks Community Festival in Redwood City.  
The Festival is organized annually by the Sheriff’s Office and is a primary center for the celebration of Hispanic 
heritage and culture in our area.  We are excited to be able to participate, and plan to distribute voter regis-
tration forms, Smart Voter information, and other literature in both English and Spanish in order to further 
our goal of an informed and involved citizenry.  
 

The booth has been provided at no cost to the League, but we do need personnel to work there.  If you might 
have two or three hours between 11:00 and 6:00 on Sunday August 17, please let me know!  The festival pro-
vides tasty food, lively music, and beautifully costumed performers as well as a wide variety of goods for sale.  
I look forward to seeing you there!    Ellen 
Ellen Hope at ellenjhope@aol.com, or 839-8647 
 

And, next month, for September: 
 

SAVE THE DATE !!!  OUR FALL KICKOFF MEETING 
 

Saturday, September 13, 2014, 9:30-Noon 
at 

75 Tuscaloosa, Atherton 
Details in next month’s VOTER. 

 

For more information contact Ellen Hope at ellenjhope@aol.com, or 839-8647. 

      THE VOTER  
LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF SOUTH SAN MATEO COUNTY  

Celebrating over 50 years of service to our communities 
Website: www.LWVSSMC.org       Phone: (650) 325-5780       E-mail: info@LWVSSMC.org     

 JULY-AUGUST 2014     Editor:  Evan Hughes, evanhughesphd@aol.com, (650) 329-8698  

ACTIVITIES 
SMALL GROUPS: Do you want to be part of a small group (e.g., Book Group or Climate 
Change and Local Issues), participate in a League study such as the California study on 

higher public education, or study ways the League should change? Do you want the League 
to consider a position or to take an action? Are you interested in taking a closer look at 
responsible lending with a joint task force together with LWV North/Central San Mateo 

County?  CONTACT: Ellen Hope (President), or any one of those listed on Page 10. 
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FROM THE BOARD* 
2014 LWV National Convention Report 

The 2014 National Convention of the League of Women Voters was held at the Omni Hotel in Dallas from 
June 6 to June 10.  Shirley Desmarais, Lisa Conrad, and I represented LWVSSMC. 
 

An unusual feature of this year’s convention was a contested election for President.  Typically the slate 
presented by the Nominating Committee is accepted, although nominations from the floor are always in 
order (with the consent of the nominee).  This year was an exception - there was a strong, well organized 
campaign to replace President Elizabeth McNamara with Deirdre McNab, the President of the Florida 
LWV.  
 

Dierdre has had an impressive record in Florida, where the League has worked very hard against the 
state’s restrictive voting laws, some of the toughest in the country, requiring both photo ID and proof of 
citizenship in order to vote.  The Florida League’s work against voter suppression has attracted many new 
young members and resulted in considerable League growth there.  Deirdre was nominated to be a direc-
tor of the LWVUS, but chose to run for President instead. 
 

My concern was that Deirdre needed some national experience before taking on the national presidency, 
and it apparently was a concern shared by a majority of the delegates.  After a secret ballot, Elizabeth 
McNamara won another term as LWVUS President, by an almost two to one majority. 
 

In the budgeting process, PMP, the per member payment which each local League pays to the National 
League each year, will remain $31 for one year, then will rise by one dollar to $32 in fiscal year 2015-16. 
All current League positions were re-adopted (including the revised Agriculture position, which was 
adopted in mid-May – see our June Voter for the complete text). 
 

The convention adopted by concurrence a New Jersey policy on Human Trafficking, as follows: 
“The League of Women Voters opposes all forms of domestic and international human trafficking of 
adults and children, including sex trafficking and labor trafficking.  We consider human trafficking to be a 
form of modern day slavery and believe that every measure should be taken and every effort should be 
made through legislation and changes in public policy to prevent human trafficking.  Prosecution and pe-
nalization of traffickers and abusers should be established and existing laws should be strictly enforced.  
Extensive essential services for victims should be applied where needed.  Education and awareness pro-
grams on human trafficking should be established in our communities and in our schools.” 
 

Other resolutions discussed included (1) support for a price on carbon emissions, to increase in stages as 
part of an overall program to improve energy efficiency and to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy 
(adopted); (2) restoration of federal voting rights to felons who have been released, paroled, or placed on 
probation (passed); (3) a study of a living wage (not approved for action); (4) a review and update (again) 
of the Agriculture study with particular attention to GMOs and other new technologies (not approved for 
action). 
 

Over all, the Convention was an amazing example of intelligent, well-informed individuals who certainly 
didn’t always agree, but who almost always listened, and who treated each other with courtesy and re-
spect.  It made me proud – again – to be a League member. 
 

Ellen Hope, President, LWVSSMC (ellenjhope@aol.com) 
 

 

ϝ 9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ άCǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǊŘέ ƛǎ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ŀ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ .ƻŀǊŘ aŜƳōŜǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ 

NATIONAL LWV CONVENTION 

http://forum.lwv.org/member-resources/sections/convention-2014 
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WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL PENINSULA CHAPTER 
 

Sunday, September 14, Peninsula Chapter Annual Kickoff Event. Ambassador Mi-
chael McFaul, Former Ambassador to Russia, will present “Russia and the West: Chal-
lenges for Diplomacy.” Michael McFaul served as the U.S. Ambassador to Russia from 
2012 to 2014 and previously as President Obama’s adviser on Russia in the National 
Security Council. The event will be in an outdoor setting at 75 Tuscaloosa Avenue in 
Atherton. Sign in is at 2:30, the program is from 3:00 to 4:30, and a reception is from 
4:30 to 6:00 PM. Attendance is limited and preregistration is required by Thursday, 
September 11, through the website, www.worldaffairs.org/events, or by calling the 
San Francisco office at 415-293-4600. Non-members are $20, Members are $10, and 
Students are $7.           
 

Ralph Kuiper, Chair, Peninsula Chapter, World Affairs Council of Northern California  
 

Beer and Democracy 
 

Members of the League poured beer for the thirsty crowds at Menlo Park's Connoisseurs Marketplace in 
July. The accomplished bartenders included, as the first shift, Bernadette Burns, Lucile Spurlock, Joanne 
Bruggemann, and Sharon Sherden, and then as the second shift, Luise Maier, Evan Hughes, Lucile 
Spurlock (back for a second shift) and Ken Broome. The crew, wearing red T-shirts emblazoned with 
“League of Women Voters, join a League of your own,” also offered voter registration forms and ac-
cepted tips ($15).  
 

The photo on the left below is the second shift at the event, minus Ken Broome who took the photo.  The 
photo on the right is from the 2013 event, this time showing Ken, at right, and also showing, in center, 
Luise Maier again (this time with Luise in one of our red tee shirts).  
 

 

 
BOOK GROUP 
Our book group does not meet over the summer. For our September meeting, 
The LWV Book Group will be reading A Fighting Chance by Elizabeth Warren.  
For more information, contact Judy Orttung at jorttung@comcast.net. 

 

mailto:jorttung@comcast.net
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Wǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ άŎǊŜŘƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴ ±ƻǘŜǊǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴȅ 
ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀǘ YŜǇƭŜǊΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ  ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ с҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƳƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ 
your purchase to our League, the LWV of South San Mateo County. 

JUNE 2014 ELECTION RESULTS: REPORT ON LEAGUE 
ADVOCACY [based on positions of the State, Bay Area and seven 

local Leagues (for the two -county Measure AA)]  

 

Vote YES for Measure AAðRegional Open Space 
The LWV Bay Area supports Open Space Funding for the Midpen- 
insula Regional Open Space District. Measure AA authorizes the  
sale of $300 million of bonds over the next 33 years to perma- 
nently protect and preserve natural areas and open space, in- 
cluding redwood forests. It will restore creeks to protect water  
quality, improve access to parks and open space, and reduce  
forest fire risk. The bonds will be paid off via a property tax at a  
maximum rate of $3.18 per $100,000 dollars of assessed valuation.  
Result: The required two-ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǾƻǘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜŘΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŀǊŜƭȅΦ  League support was based on the 
LWV Bay Area natural resources position as well as positions on the environment at other levels of 

League. The  information page was: www.yesforopenspace.org. 
 

Vote YES for Proposition 41ðVeterans Housing and Homeless Prevention Act 
$600 million worth of bonds will be redirected from the amount approved in 2008 and sold to fund afford-
able multifamily housing, such as apartment complexes, for low-income veterans. These bonds will be 
repaid by taxpayers rather than by the veterans involved. Veterans make up a significant proportion of the 
homeless population and current programs do not meet their needs. League support was based on our 
LWVC and LWVUS housing positions. wŜǎǳƭǘΥ tǊƻǇΦ пм ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ срΦп҈ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǾƻǘŜΦ 
 

Vote YES for Proposition 42ðPublic Records. Open Meetings. State Reimburse-
ment to Local Agency 
Proposition 42 would (1) amend the California Constitution to specifically require that local 
governments must comply with the Brown Act and Public Records Act and (2) eliminate the requirement 
that the state reimburse local governments for the costs of complying with these acts and any similar acts 
that might be passed in the future. The state is no longer required to reimburse local communities for 
complying with the Brown Act but is required to pay for compliance with the Records Act. Recently, how-
ever, the state has not been paying for the cost of these services. The bill will require compliance by local 
communities and will officially shift the costs to each individual community. Support was based on the 
LWVC positions on the citizens right to know and citizen participation on intergovernmental relations.   
wŜǎǳƭǘΥ tǊƻǇΦ пн ǿŀǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘΣ смΦу҈ ά¸Ŝǎέ ǾƻǘŜΦ  
 

In May, Tracy DeMiroz placed ads, on behalf of and sponsored fully by our League, LWVSSMC, in 
the San Mateo County Daily Journal and in The Almanac.  She placed our ads in the online edi-
tions, only, not in the print editions. The websites were as follows:  

In the Almanac— http://www.almanacnews.com/ 
 

On Measure AA—See how it is done on our web site (with more detail than our ads in the 
two newspapers): http://www.lwvssmc.org/Advocacy.html 

 

 

http://www.almanacnews.com/
http://www.lwvssmc.org/Advocacy.html
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BOARD NOTES (by Evan Hughes, based on minutes by Tracy DeMiroz) 

At its June 2 meeting the Board: 
¶ Set the Board meeting date and time as the second Monday of each month at 7pm at Ellen 

Hope’s home; 
¶ Speakers Bureau position from a support service to a director position and member of the 

Board, and Sue Alvarez accepted the position; 
¶ Approved a motion that the League’s webmaster be asked to create a “Members Only” 

section on the LWVSSMC website to include the voucher and bylaws; 
¶ Scheduled a Board Retreat for Saturday, August 9, at Ellen Hope’s home from 9:00am to 

12:00pm, with Ellen suggesting the following topics:  finances, job descriptions, record 
keeping, community outreach, and calendar for upcoming year; and 

¶ Decided to update the Board job descriptions by asking Board members and Support 
Chairs to send an electronic file of their job description to Shirley DesMarais. 

 

The next regular meeting of the Board will be at 7pm on Monday, Sept 8, at Ellen Hope’s. 

 
New Voices for Youth (NV4Y) 
 

The M-A [Menlo-Atherton High School] NV4Y program is on summer break. The June screenings at 
Round Table and Siena were well attended and students enjoyed the opportunity to respond to 
questions from the audience about why they chose a particular topic (they didn't know anything 
about it), what was hard about finishing their project (the editing) and what they’d like to work on 
next. We hope that many of these students will return in the Fall. Members of the NV Steering 
Committee will meet with YLAC program staff to plan how to leverage our support from the YWCA 
in the Fall Program. How can we encourage students to choose rich subjects and to dig more 
deeply? 
 

The Siena program is also on break but Erendira Parra, an alumna from M-A’s NV program, has 
been hired as a Siena summer intern and is working with three students who are making videos. 
Great experience for her and for the students! 
 

Members of the Steering Committee attended the end of year celebration of the North Fair Oaks 
Youth Initiative sponsored by the San Francisco Foundation's Koshland Civic Unity Initiative. Each 
year, 35-40 youth from North Fair Oaks complete leadership training and learn how to work in 
teams, conduct meetings, make presentations and award mini-grants. (NV4Y won a mini-grant.) 
The Koshland program in North Fair Oaks has moved under the umbrella of Siena where a group is 
planning for its continuation after Koshland funding ends. This fall, NV4Y hopes to offer weekend 
video workshops to NFO youth initiative participants! 
 
Sheila Botein 
 

MENLO PARK GENERAL PLAN UPDATE [from Ann Draper] 

On March 26, 2013, the Menlo Park City Council initiated an update of their General Plan to focus 
on the Land Use and Circulation Elements to include a geographic focus on industrial areas. Addi-
tional topics for the entire city will be Complete Streets and a Greenhouse Gas Reduction Strat-
egy. In June 2014, the City Council approved a consultant contract to help staff  prepare the up-
date. The City is currently seeking public members to serve on a General Plan Advisory Committee 
(GPAC). Other members of the GPAC will include a member from each of the City's advisory com-
mittees and two members of the City Council. In addition, the general public can participate by 
attending a GPAC meeting, workshops, symposiums and mobile tours. The first GPAC meeting is 
scheduled for August 25 in the evening (no time or location established yet).   
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SAFER BAY 
The San Francisquito Creek Joint Powers Authority (SFCJPA)  had planned on issuing a draft 
feasibility report  for SAFER BAY in June 2014.  SAFER BAY seeks to establish a plan to provide 
tidal flood protection for south San Mateo County, including East Palo Alto and Menlo Park. 
These areas are now vulnerable to tidal flooding and will be significantly more vulnerable  as-
suming future sea level rise projections.  In January 2014, the League held a community forum 
to provide basic information on this effort. 
 

The SFCJPA also is leading a project to provide flood protection along San Francisquito Creek. 
Their first phase of this  project, from the tidal area to Highway 101 has experienced signifi-
cant challenges in the quest of receiving construction permits. As a result, the SFCJPA staff has 
focused its attention on the project permit effort and the SAFER BAY planning effort is de-
layed. A new due date for the SAFER BAY feasibility report has not been established. 
 

Ann Draper 
 

SEA LEVEL RISE IN SAN MATEO COUNTY 
 

San Mateo County will be the most vulnerable, in the State of California, to tidal flooding as-
suming any one of the sea level rise projections.  In December 2013, Supervisor Dave Pine, As-
semblymember Rich Gordon and Congressperson Jackie Speier held a community forum on 
sea level rise. This forum was attended by approximately 300 people. In June 2014, the three 
elected leaders held a workshop for city and county elected officials and staff. Approximately 
100 people participated. The outcomes of the work shop were, a recommendation to use a 
projection of 3 feet of sea level rise as the common level within San Mateo County and to cre-
ate two working groups. The first group would focus on different financial options to build and 
maintain tidal flood protection. The second group would focus on public policies and different 
options for tidal protection. The County staff is currently in the process of forming these 
groups. 
 

Ann Draper 
 

League of Women Voters 
of the Bay Area 

         An Inter-League Organization of the San Francisco Bay Area 
 

                        lwvBayArea.org 
 

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF THE Bay Area Monitor 

[www.bayareamonitor.org] 
 

You can download a full color PDF file of this, the latest, issue of the Bay Area Monitor, 
which is published six times per year by the Education Fund of the Bay Area League: 

http://BayAreaMonitor.org/images/pdf/aug14.pdf 
 

The articles in this issue cover (1) water supply, (2) crude oil by rail into the Bay Area, (3) Cap 
and Trade revenue, provided under AB 32τ the California Global Warming Solutions Act of 
2006τbeing used for transit, and (4) data being obtained for air quality near roadways. 
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League of Women Voters of the Bay Area [continued from Page 6] 

                        lwvBayArea.org 
 

APRIL/MAY ISSUE OF Bay Area Monitor [www.bayareamonitor.org] 
 

Construction of the new trans-bay terminal as a transit hub (with high speed rail) 
 

Bay Delta Conservation Plan (BCDC) and the related planning for water transport tun-
nels from above the Delta to pumping stations at the south Delta 
 

Open space (from Bay Area League Day), plus video links at lwvBayArea.org  
 

School transportation funding and the possible loss of State funds 
 

Alternative automobiles (electrics, hybrids, hydrogen) at the AltCar Conference 
 

At its May 5 meeting, our LWVSSMC Board approved a request from the Bay Area League to 
have an email notice and link sent to our members each time the Monitor is published . 

 
 

STATE LEAGUE 
LWVC.org 

 

The letter explaining the LWVC opposition to certification of the EIR on the Bay-Delta Conserva-
tion Plan is on the state League’s website:  

http://lwvc.org/statement/2014/may/league-opposes-bdcp-eir-certification 

 

CLIMATE CHANGE ITEMS ON THE LWVC SITE [prepared by Diz Swift of 
the Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville League (votereditor@lwvbae.org)] 

 

LWVC.org  -  Act Now  -  Issues  -  Home » Issues » Climate Change: 

Vote Climate 
Climate change is now. Heat records are being broken, glaciers are melting, and the seas are ris-

ing. We have reached a point where no matter what we do; we cannot avoid a very different cli-

mate future. 
 

And the choices are quickly becoming limited. We must act now to prevent truly catastrophic 

consequences. But what can we do? The most powerful action is our knowledgeable vote. 
 

Californiaôs Legislative Actions 
California has taken meaningful steps to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. The Renew-

ables Portfolio Standard Program (2002, amended in 2003-4) requires that renewables make up 

20% of the stateôs electricity mix by 2010 and 33% by 2020. 
 

Efforts were accelerated with the 2006 landmark legislation, the Global Warming Solutions Act 

(AB 32). This set as law that 2020 greenhouse gas emissions could not exceed 1990 levels. In 

2008 the Sustainable Communities and Climate Protection Act (SB 375) required regional GHG 

emission reduction targets for cars and light trucks, and coordinates land use, transportation, and 

housing decisions to help achieve the target. In 2011, Cap and Trade sets a declining cap on al-

lowed GHG emissions. Beginning in 2013 the largest carbon emitters will be required to meet the 

caps or buy credits. In 2012 the Advanced Clean Cars Standard sets GHG standards for cars and 

light trucks for model years 2017-2025. And, California is on track to meet the ambitious AB 32 

goals. 
[continued next page] 
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LWVC CLIMATE CHANGE 
[continued] 

 

Act Locally 
Climate change is a global problem, but effective action requires nothing short of a cultural 

change. Key priorities for action are: 

¶ Energy efficiency standards for transportation and the electric grid; 

¶ Global price on GHG emissions to put the market economy to work and spur the 

growth of a clean energy economy; and 

¶ Plans to adapt to climate change. 
 

Education and Advocacy 
We critically need an informed electorate to drive the political will that is essential to make the 

necessary changes. Resources for education and advocacy are available and growing. 
 

A good place to start is the LWVUS Toolkit for Climate Action which provides ideas and step-by

-step plans for advocacy and action. 
 

Find out how your legislators voted on key environmental issues, and how candidates responded 

to Smart Voter questions. 
 

Publish articles in your Voter, write letters to the editor and submit editorials to your local paper. 

 

Climate Action Plans 
Get involved with your local climate action plan, or initiate development of a plan. Some exam-
ples of plans are Berkeley, Santa Barbara, San Francisco, Benicia, San Rafael, Antioch, Los An-
geles, San Diego, and the University of California. Also get involved with adaption strategies for 
climate change ï how we will deal with the changes. 
 

Contact your local League to learn more and become active in your area.  

 

Priorities to Reduce Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 
¶ Energy Efficiency Zero cost ï puts money in consumersô pockets 

¶ Energy use: vehicles, aviation, buildings, infrastructure 

¶ Energy transport: transmission, Unified National Smart Grid 

¶ Energy efficiency standards (e.g. aggressive mileage standards) 
 

Global Price on GHG Emissions: Put the market economy to work 

¶ Carbon tax, charge or fee, cap and trade (or auction), carbon offsets with strong controls 

¶ Government cannot be exempt from GHG limits and prices 

Clean Energy Economy: Opportunity for jobs 

¶ Renewable generation ï solar, wind, tides, new ideas 

¶ Standards for biofuels 

¶ Enforceable limits, real goals (e.g. 100% clean energy in 10 years) 

¶ Clean energy transportation infrastructure 
 

Portfolio of Technologies: Research underlies progress 
 

Government support: incentives (or disincentives), funding, tax credits, market creation 

 

[continued next page] 
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CLIMATE CHANGE [con- 

tinued] LWVC.org 

 

 

Our Personal Choices: Resources are finite 

¶ Build a new social norm ï move away from consumerism, excess 

¶ Use less, buy locally, reuse/recycle 
 

 

NATIONAL (LWVUS)  

League of Women Voters  
http://lwv.org 

 
 

 

PART OF A REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CONVENTION (Dallas, 6-10 June) 
[from The VOTER of the LWV of Berkeley, Albany and Emeryville] 
 

Put a Price on Carbon: 
The following resolution was passed by nearly unanimous vote: ά¢ƘŜ [²±¦{ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀ 
price on carbon emissions that will increase in stages, as part of an overall program to improve 
energy efficiency and to replace fossil fuels with renewable energy, fast enough to avoid seri-
ƻǳǎ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦέ Action on the resolution was described in Guidance to the 
Board: ά[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƻƛƴǘΦ {ƻ ǘƘŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜ Ƴǳǎǘ Ƨƻƛƴ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊǿƘŜƭƳƛƴƎ ǾƻƛŎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ ŎŀǊōƻƴΦέ  We are 
building our coalitions.  Contact: Diz Swift at votereditor@lwvbae.org to participate. 
 
Delegates [from the Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville League] Janice Blumenkrantz, Diz Swift and 
Carol Stone collaborated with Delaware and other Leagues on getting a Climate Change reso-
lution adopted (story p.3 [of the LWVBAE.org VOTER for July-August 2014]).   
 
[from that p. 3 of the BAE VOTER, by Diz Swift and Janice Blumenkrantz]  A resolution to 
άtǳǘ ŀ tǊƛŎŜ ƻƴ /ŀǊōƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ bŜǘǿƻǊƪ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀǘ [²±¦{ /ƻƴπ
vention.  
Climate change was the topic of three caucuses, a round table discussion, and a workshop at 
the LWVUS Convention. Key outcomes were passage of a resolution to put a price on carbon 
with proposed action on how to do it [per the paragraph above], and the formation of a Cli-
mate Change Network across the U.S. [http://www.lwvbae.org/climatechange-network] . Our 
League [i.e., Berkeley-Albany-Emeryville] members Diz Swift, Janice Blumenkrantz and Carol 
Stone were active players in achieving both.  
 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǳŎǳǎ ά{ǘŜǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǳǊ DŀƳŜ ƛƴ wŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ /ŀǊōƻƴ 9Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴǎέ was to foster support for 
the resolution to put a price on carbon, sponsored by the Delaware LWV. Attendance was ex-
cellent and enthusiastic. Members of our League spoke on hazardous materials in the Bay 
Area (Blumenkrantz), California’s climate legislation (Swift) and what LWVBAE is doing (Stone). 
Petitions supporting the resolution were circulated at the plenary sessions with more than 120 
signing, representing over 20% of delegates. The resolution passed overwhelmingly at the ple-
nary session the next day.  

[more, directly from the LWVUS, on next page] 
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NATIONAL: LWVUS 
[lwv.org] 

 

League of Women Voters. 1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000,  
Washington, DC 20036 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In June, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced a proposal to set the first-ever limits on 
carbon pollution from existing power plants. This week, the EPA will hold public hearings in four major 
cities to obtain feedback on this historic regulation.  
 
Add your voice to those attending these hearings in person by submitting your comment to the EPA in 
supporting their proposal today!  
 
¢ƘŜ 9t!Ωǎ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǳƴŎƘŜŎƪŜŘ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦ Power plants are 
responsible for 40 percent of the carbon pollution in the United States—making them the single largest 
source of that pollution in the country. The unlimited dumping of carbon pollution is the chief cause of 
climate change. Reducing the amount of carbon pollution from power plants is a life-saving measure 
that will protect our children, our nation and the world from the devastating effects of climate change.  
 
Raise your voice! Tell the EPA you support limiting carbon pollution from power plants. 
 
This week, the EPA will take the next step to advance this proposal by holding public hearings in At-
lanta, Pittsburgh, Denver and Washington, D.C. We expect big polluters to turn up at these and hear-
ings, and we know they will make every effort to weaken the final content of this rule. We must con-
tinue to voice our support for this life-saving measure. Together, we can make sure that this historic, 
groundbreaking regulation will have a positive impact on the public health of our children, seniors and 
families.  
 
We’ve seen an incredible response from League members in support of this regulation, but we still 
need you to raise your voice. Tell the EPA you support their groundbreaking proposal to limit carbon 
pollution from existing power plants.  

 
In League, 

 
Elisabeth MacNamara 
President, League of Women Voters  
 

© 2011 League of Women Voters. 1730 M Street NW, Suite 1000,Washington, DC 20036-4508 

[Editorôs Note:  The above  email message from the LWVUS was  passed on  to me by Patty Boyle who has been 

the co-chair, with me, of  our Leagueôs ñClimate Change and Local Actionò group.  More on this action item, 

as sent out by the LWVUS, is on the next page.  Evan Hughes] 

http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xNWrH1DGHPuIQYpxA%2FIEC3Gyl%2F%2BqD8cE
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xNWrH1DGHPuIQYpxA%2FIEC3Gyl%2F%2BqD8cE
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=xNWrH1DGHPuIQYpxA%2FIEC3Gyl%2F%2BqD8cE
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=7803P6TbEpaCDRcooqY8lztIPq84LGeK
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=7803P6TbEpaCDRcooqY8lztIPq84LGeK
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=5IBk2kn0T50ZUQqAVzfTGXGyl%2F%2BqD8cE
http://salsa.wiredforchange.com/dia/track.jsp?v=2&c=5IBk2kn0T50ZUQqAVzfTGXGyl%2F%2BqD8cE
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SUPPORT THE EPA'S PROPOSAL TO LIMIT CARBON POLLUTION 
 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced a proposal to set the first-ever limits 
on carbon pollution from existing power plants. Like the previous proposal to limit carbon pol-
lution from new power plants, this proposal is a game changer that will protect us from the 
health risks and impacts of climate change. 
 

Join the League and tell the EPA you support their groundbreaking proposal to limit carbon 
pollution from existing power plants.  
 

Power plants are responsible for 40 percent of the carbon pollution in the United States—
making them the single largest source of carbon pollution in the country. The unlimited dump-
ing of carbon pollution is the chief cause of climate change. Reducing the amount of carbon 
pollution from power plants is a life-saving measure that will protect our children, our nation 
and the world from the devastating effects of climate change.  
 

We have a moral obligation to our children and future generations to address the primary 
cause of climate change. Currently we limit how much mercury, arsenic, soot and other air 
pollution power plants can dump into our air, but there are no limits on carbon pollution. We 
must stand in the way as big polluters continue to drop unlimited amounts of carbon pollution 
into the air without penalty or regard for the public health impacts on children, seniors and 
families.   
 

Raise your voice! Tell the EPA you support limiting carbon pollution from power plants.  
   
Subject: EPA-HQ-OAR-2013-0602 
Your Letter: 

Dear Administrator McCarthy: 
 

I strongly support the EPAôs effort to limit industrial carbon pollution from all power 
plants. The new proposed standard to limit greenhouse gases from existing power plants 
is an important step in the fight against climate change. 
 

Power plants contribute 40% of the carbon pollution in the United States making them 
the largest contributor of carbon emissions and the chief cause of climate change. This 
new clean air standard will protect public health, fight climate change, and create jobs 
through innovation in cleaner, safer energy technology.  
 

Itôs our moral obligation to put people before polluters and address the primary cause of 
climate change by stopping the unlimited dumping of carbon pollution into our air by 
power plants. Reducing the amount of carbon pollution from power plants is a life-
saving measure that will protect our children, our nation and the world from the devas-
tating effects of climate change. 
 

I stand by you in support of this regulation and your plan to maintain an affordable, reli-
able energy system, while cutting pollution and protecting our health and environment. 
 
____[signed]__________________   

Send to: U.S. Envrionmental Protection Agency    Email:a-and-r-Docket@epa.gov 
 

Contact Information: 
First Name*   Last Name*   Email*   Street   City   State/Province*   Zip/Postal Code*  
 

[Editorôs Note: The other two caucuses on Climate Change (per Page 9, above, mentioned in 

one of the paragraphs from the LWVBAE.org VOTER) were these: (1) ñCombating Climate 

Change: What Your League Can Doò was sponsored by Florida, and (2)  ñProtecting Our 

Planet: New Resources for Climate Action,ò sponsored by the LWVUS Climate Change Task 

Force (CCTF).  See p.3 of the July-August issue of the LWVBAE.org VOTER, at this link:  

http://www.lwvbae.org/league-news/climate-change-gains-big-at-convention/.] 

http://www.lwvbae.org/league-news/climate-change-gains-big-at-convention/
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OFFICERS AND CONTACTS FOR OUR LEAGUE  
(LWV OF SOUTH SAN MATEO COUNTY, 2014-15) 

 

President: Ellen Hope, ellenjhope@aol.com 

Vice-President Administration: Debby Maio, dmmaio@mac.com 

Vice-President Program: Denise Rice, denise08us@yahoo.com  

Secretary: Joyce Shefren, jshefren@gmail.com 

Treasurer (& Database Mgmt.): Jack Morris, jhmsvcs@sbcglobal.net 

Director (Membership): Lisa Conrad, darnoc@earthlink.net 

Director (Candidate Forums): Diana Post, dsuepost@comcast.net 

Director (Climate Change and Local Issues), Ann Draper, adtp@comcast.net 

Director (without portfolio): Patti Fry, pattifry@stanfordalumni.org 

Speaker Services: Sue Alvarez, sbrock1944@aol.com 

Member Notices: Anne DeCarli, anne.decarli@sbcglobal.net 

Voter Registration:  Joanne Bruggemann, joanneebrugg@att.net 
 

Transportation: Onnolee Trapp, onnoleet@sbcglobal.net 
 

VOTER Editor: Evan Hughes, evanhughesphd@aol.com 
 

League Office:  LWVSSMC, 713 Santa Cruz Ave., #9, Menlo Park, CA 94025 
Our League phone and email: (650) 325-5780 and info@LWVSSMC.org 

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR (LWVSSMC) 

   AUGUST 

9 Sat 9am-noon  LWVSSMC ANNUAL BOARD RETREAT (for the Board) at Ellen Hope’s. Contact: Ellen Hope, 
President, (650) 839-8647, ellenjhope@aol.com. 

17 Sun 11am-6pm 
 North Fair Oaks Community Festival at which we will have a booth and need volunteers. Place:  
Middlefield Road between 1st Ave. and 5th Ave. in Redwood City.  (See Page 1.)  Contact: Ellen 
Hope, President, (650) 839-8647, ellenjhope@aol.com. 

  SEPTEMBER 

8 Mon 7:00pm  LWVSSMC MONTHLY BOARD MEETING  at Ellen Hope’s.  Contact: Ellen Hope, President, (650) 
839-8647, ellenjhope@aol.com. 

13 Sat 
9:30am-

noon 
 LWVSSMC FALL KICKOFF MEETING at 75 Tuscaloosa, Atherton.  (See Page 1, and watch for 
details in the September 2014 VOTER.)  SAVE THE DATE !!! 

14 Sun 
2:30-

4:30pm 

 WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL PENINSULA CHAPTER ANNUAL KICKOFF EVENT at 75 Tuscaloosa, 
Atherton [as is our event the day before].  Speaker: Michael McFaul, former ambassador to Rus-
sia (2012-2014) and now returned to his position as a professor at Stanford. (See Page 3.) 

TBD noon 
 LWVSSMC BOOK GROUP discussing Senator Elizabeth Warren’s book for the September meet-
ing.  No meetings during the summer.  Contact: Judy Orttung at jorttung@comcast.net.  (See 
Page 3, and watch for details in the September 2014 VOTER.)   

mailto:ellenjhope@aol.com
mailto:dmmaio@mac.com
mailto:denise08us@yahoo.com
mailto:jshefren@gmail.com
mailto:jhmsvcs@sbcglobal.net
mailto:darnoc@earthlink.net
mailto:carolegrace@isp.com
mailto:adtp@comcast.net
mailto:pattifry@stanfordalumni.org
mailto:jhmsvcs@sbcglobal.net

